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with appliqued designs, and trousers of homespun
blue or white cotton with appliqued patterns along
the outer seams of the legs. The designs used on
the garments, as well as on all other articles and
utensils, are geometrical, and are distinctively Aztec-
an, frequently being exact replicas of the motifs
used in the decorative carvings at Mitla and else-
where in Mexico.
About their necks, the men wear close-fitting col-
lars of magnificent beadwork; broad beadwork gor-
gets cover the upper part of the chest; there are
necklets of teeth, seeds and claws, and frequently a
short apron-like breech-cloth of bright-colored cotton,
of woven fiber or even of beadwork is worn. Ordi-
narily both men and women wear hand-plaited palm-
leaf hats, usually with a band of feathers about the
crown. For ceremonial occasions, for dances and at
various other times the men wear feather head-dresses
consisting of a pita or cotton fillet to which are
attached the plumes of various birds, the particular
kind of feathers used depending upon the rank or
official status of the wearer and the occasion. Thus
ordinary members of the tribe may use owl, hawk,
parrot, macaw, wild turkey, heron, eagle and many
other feathers according to individual taste or the
class of the function which they are to attend. But no
one other than a dance-chief may use the plumes of
the egret; medicine-chiefs are recognized by head-
dresses of hair from the tail of the giant ant-bear;
ranking chiefs are designated by one or two plumes
of the quetzal in their feather crowns; and the regal
head-dress of the high chief or Montezuma is entirely
of the longest, most magnificent plumes of this